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August 11, 2006  FOR SURVEY RESPONDENTS 
 

 
               Winter Wheat Yields Down From July 

 
Based on conditions as of August 1, Idaho=s forecasted winter wheat yield 
of 82.0 bushels per acre is down 2 bushels from a month ago and down 7 
bushels per acre from last year’s record yield. Producers expect to harvest 
710,000 acres of winter wheat with a total production of 58.2 million 
bushels, down 12 percent from last year.  Idaho=s spring wheat yield is 
forecast at 68.0 bushels per acre, unchanged from the July 1 forecast, but 
down 4 bushels per acre from 2005.  Production of 32.6 million bushels 
from 480,000 harvested acres is up 1 percent from last year.  Barley 
production is forecast at 45.1 million bushels, down 14 percent from last 
year's 52.2 million bushels.  If realized, this would be Idaho’s lowest 
barley production since 1975. Harvested acreage, at 530,000, is 70,000 
acres less than last year and the lowest level since 1967.  The expected 
yield of 85.0 bushels per acre is unchanged from last month, but down 2 
bushels per acre from 2005.  Oat yield increased 2 bushels from last 
month and is also up 2 bushels from last year.  Production from 20,000 
harvested acres is expected to total 1.32 million bushels, up 3 percent 
from a year ago.  Sugarbeet production of 5.01 million tons from 187,000 
harvested acres is up 11 percent from a year ago.  Yield of 26.8 tons per 
acre is down from 2005's 27.1 tons per acre.  Dry bean production is 
expected to total 1.85 million cwt from 103,000 harvested acres, a slight 
decrease in production from last  year.  Yield is forecast at 1,800 pounds 
per acre (clean basis), down 100 pounds from last year.  Chickpeas, 
grown primarily in North Idaho, account for an increasing proportion of 
Idaho’s dry beans.  This year’s chickpea planted acreage accounts for 42 
percent of Idaho’s dry beans, more than any other class.  Alfalfa hay 
production is estimated to be 4.99 million tons, a 4 percent increase from 
2005.  The expected yield for alfalfa is 4.30 tons per acre, up from last 
year’s 4.20 tons and equal to the record high achieved in 1998.  Other hay 
production is expected to total 714,000 tons, up 20 percent from last year.  
Yield for other hay is estimated at 2.10 tons per acre, down from last 
year=s 2.20 tons per acre.  Idaho apple production is estimated at 70 
million pounds, unchanged from 2005. Prune and plum production is 
expected to total 3,000 tons, up from last year=s 2,000 tons. Hop 
producers are expected to harvest 2,777 acres with a yield of 1,630 
pounds per acre and production of 4.53 million pounds in 2006.  
 

For the United States, all wheat production is forecast at 1.80 billion bushels, down slightly from the July forecast and down 14 
percent from 2005.  Based on August 1 conditions, the U.S. yield is forecast at 38.3 bushels per acre, unchanged from last month but 
3.7 bushels below last year. Winter wheat production is expected to total 1.28 billion bushels. This is up slightly from last month but 
14 percent below 2005. The U. S. Yield is forecast at 41.2 bushels per acre, up 0.1 bushel from last month.  Spring wheat production is 
forecast at 464 million bushels, down slightly from last month and 8 percent below 2005. Barley production is forecast at 183 million 
bushels, down 4 percent from the July forecast, 14 percent below 2005, and the lowest production since 1936.  Oat production is 
forecast at 107 million bushels, 3 percent below the July 1 forecast and 6 percent below last year=s 115 million bushels.  If realized, 
this would be the lowest production on record.  Dry bean production is forecast at 23.3 million cwt in 2006, down 15 percent from last 
year but 31 percent above two years ago.  Sugarbeet production for 2006 is forecast at 31.8 million tons, 16 percent above last year=s 
production.  Corn for grain is forecast at 11.0 billion bushels, down 1 percent from last year and 7 percent below 2004.  Alfalfa hay 
production is forecast at 71.2 million tons, down 6 percent from last year.  Other hay production is forecast at 71.1 million tons, down 
5 percent from last year.  Prune and plum production in Idaho, Michigan, Oregon, and Washington is forecast at 24,000 tons, up 164 
percent from last year’s weather reduced, record low production but 4 percent below 2004.  Apple production is forecast at 9.62 
billion pounds, down 2 percent from last year and 8 percent below 2004.  

 
 
 
 

Dear Respondent: 
 
This issue of the Idaho Crop and Livestock 
Producers' News covers the results of the August 
2006 Agricultural Yield Survey.  Acreage, yield, and 
production for selected crops are reported for the 
U.S. and Idaho. 
 
This release is sent to survey participants in 
appreciation for their time spent responding to the 
survey. Thank you for reporting and your continued 
support. 
     

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

         William R. Meyer 
                                    Director 
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Harvested Acreage, Yield and Production, Idaho & U.S., 2005 and Forecasted August 1, 2006 

HARVESTED 
ACREAGE YIELD PRODUCTION CROP UNIT 

2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 

2006 AS A 
PERCENT 
OF 2005 

  Thousand Acres Thousands Percent
IDAHO:         
 Winter Wheat Bu. 730 710 91.0 82.0 66,430 58,220 88 
 Spring Wheat Bu. 450 480 72.0 68.0 32,400 32,640 101 
 Durum Wheat Bu. 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
 Oats Bu. 20 20 64.0 66.0 1,280 1,320 103 
 Barley Bu. 600 530 87.0 85.0 52,200 45,050 86 
 Alfalfa Hay Tons 1,140 1,160 4.20 4.30 4,788 4,988 104 
 Other Hay Tons 270 340 2.20 2.10 594 714 120 
 Sugarbeets Tons 167 187 27.1 26.8 4,526 5,012 111 
 Dry Beans 2/ 3/ Lbs. 98 103 1,900 1,800 1,862 1,854 100 
UNITED STATES:         
 All Wheat Bu. 50,119 47,084 42.0 38.3 2,104,690 1,801,355 86 
  Winter Wheat  Bu. 33,794 31,108 44.4 41.2 1,499,129 1,283,134 86 
  Spring Wheat Bu. 13,609 14,154 37.1 32.7 504,456 463,511 92 
  Durum Wheat Bu. 2,716 1,822 37.2 30.0 101,105 54,710 54 
 Oats Bu. 1,823 1,907 63.0 56.3 114,878 107,423 94 
 Barley Bu. 3,269 2,990 64.8 61.2 211,896 182,972 86 
 Alfalfa Hay Tons 22,389 22,407 3.38 3.18 75,771 71,205 94 
 Other Hay Tons 39,260 40,290 1.91 1.77 74,819 71,121 95 
 Sugarbeets Tons 1,243 1,344 22.2 23.7 27,537 31,835 116 
 Dry Beans 2/ 3/ Lbs. 1,569 1,519 1,744 1,534 27,350 23,301 85 
1/ Individual state level estimates will be published in the “Small Grains 2006 Summary”.  2/ Yield in pounds, production in 1,000 cwt.  3/ Excludes garden bean seed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

A THANK YOU TO ALL IDAHO FARM AND RANCH OPERATORS 
     
Your cooperation in completing agricultural surveys from this office is greatly APPRECIATED. Accurate, useful estimates are vital in decision 
making. All estimates derived from these surveys, along with other pertinent agricultural data, are published in our regular series of releases. All 
NASS reports are available free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet and go to the NASS Home Page at: 
http://www.nass.usda.gov.  If you have any questions or require additional information, you may reach us toll free at 1-800-691-9987. 
 


